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some years; it had been extended and the depth decreased to
correspond more nearly to the Eoman standard.

Scipio, by his last change, had now practically formed the
Eoman legions into phalangial order, though the space occu-
pied by each man was somewhat greater with the Eomans.
Hannibal's troops, all through the Italian campaigns, had
gradually taken to the Eoman weapons, so that each was
what might be called a phalanx of legionaries, Scipio had
not lost many men; and though his hastati had been fighting
hard, the rest and the ordering up of the principes and triarii
on their flanks, and the presence of the reserves immediately
behind them, would encourage them to one more effort. He
still had twenty-eight thousand men in line, and the velites
and &xtraordinarii in their rear. Hannibal had twenty-four
thousand, with no reserves.

The shock was tremendous. The contention at once be-
came desperate. Hannibal's veterans were fighting for their
firesides as well as victory, and gave the example to the rest.
The struggle was uncertain. Every manly effort was put
forth. The battle, on the Eoman side, was for the mastery
of the world; on the Carthaginian, for the possession of
Africa. Hannibal and Scipio each put his last ounce of
moral strength into inciting the ardor of his troops. Each
was omnipresent. To each this was the crowning act of the
great drama. The lines met in hand-to-hand contest and held
desperately to their ground. The event seemed to hang upon
a hair.

It is said that Scipio was about to be overwhelmed. But
Fortune, once the friend of Hannibal, but now on the side
of his younger rival, turned from him in a pitched battle
for the first time. Lselius and Masinissa, with such of
their victorious squadrons as were not cutting down fugi-
tives, returned from pursuit of the Carthaginian horse atards each flank and move up on either
